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The Cape Cod Bird Club 
meets on the second Monday 
of each month, September 
through May, at 7:00PM at the 
Cape Cod Museum of Natural 
History, 869 Route 6A,     
Brewster, MA. 

President’s Message 
 
The winter ducks on Cape Cod are some of my favorites, along with the fall shorebirds. I 
was thrilled when the Buffleheads returned recently to Red River Beach. The Buffleheads 
always make me smile; they seem so happy and carefree. The Red-throated Loon was out 
today, along with Common Eiders and a few Brants.  I’ve lived on Cape Cod, two miles 
from the beach, for almost ten years now; every day I try to drive to the beach to look for 
shorebirds or ducks or to a neighboring pond. My nemesis bird for several years was the 
Canvasback. Once I got stuck in snow and ice beside a local pond where the Canvasback 
had been seen. I was very cold, my car had to be towed, and I never saw my Canvasback, 
until three years later. My favorite scene of the Canvasback and Buffleheads (along with 
Mallards and American Coots) was at Perch Pond in Teaticket near Falmouth.  I was 
thrilled to add Canvasback to my life list. My other nemesis bird was the Green Heron, 

which I sought for year and finally found at Cockle Cove in Chatham. 

When the “rare birds, odd ducks, and old coots,” as the saying goes, show up, I know it’s 
almost winter. Our annual New Year’s Day Bird Walk (which is not to be missed) often 
provides us with our first-of-the-year ducks, including Harlequin Ducks (usually at Nauset 
Beach).  I’m looking forward to the New Year’s Day bird walk, led by Ed Banks. I hope 
you’ll join us on that day as we look for our old favorites. We will have some new walks in 

winter as well. 

On a personal note, I am disappointed to announce that my family and I will be moving 
away from Cape Cod and migrating south in January. My spouse’s health, and lack of an 
affordable house here (after living in an Episcopal rectory for almost 30 years) have 
prompted this move, much sooner than planned. My last meeting with the Bird Club will be 
January 8, and I am so sad to leave you. My son Jamie and I joined the Club in September, 
2012, when Jamie was ten. I loved editing The Kingfisher for several years, and, when 
asked to serve as club president, I did not anticipate moving off Cape. My family and I are 
moving to the mountains of western North Carolina to Brevard near Asheville in January, 
and I just retired from active ministry in The Episcopal Church. I grew up in the center of 
North Carolina with the Red-cockaded Woodpecker and Northern Bobwhites (in the woods 
behind our home), and now, after 30 years, I’m going home. I had hoped so much to do 
much more birding here on Cape Cod in retirement and serving the Club, but apparently the 
Brown-headed Nuthatches, Pileated Woodpeckers, and Carolina Chickadees are calling for 

me to join them. 

I will see you at the January 8th meeting. Come south for a field trip, and I’ll show you the 
Brown-headed Nuthatch, Yellow-throated Warbler, and the many Pileated Woodpeckers. A 
bird club is waiting for me when we get settled, and I look forward to adding some southern 
birds to my life list. I will miss you all very much and am grateful for our time together the 
past six years. You have a very competent Board to lead you forward, and I wish you the 

best and the best birds. 

Peace to you and Great Birding,  

Judith Davis 

President 

Image: Green Heron, with sand lance; photo by Judith Davis 



 ► Monthly meetings and programs continue with meetings on Monday, January 8, February 12, and 

March 12. These meetings are a time to meet with your fellow birders, hear about their recent excursions and 
life birds, and enjoy a great program. Our meetings are free and open to the public and start at 7 pm at the 

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History in Brewster.  Check the website (www.capecodbirdclub.org) for  
detailed information about the programs.  
 
January 8, 2018: “Peru: Amazon to Andes”: Boasting vast Amazonian jungles, a long Pacific coastline, and 
astounding altitudinal habitat diversity, Peru is neck and neck with Columbia for the most bird species of any 
country in the world. Club board member and Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay science coordinator Mark 

Faherty will take us on a journey through Peru's wild Amazon lowlands from north to south, up to the lakes of 
the high Andes, then to the cloud forests of the eastern Andean slope, and finally the coastal deserts of Lima. 
In addition to the expected parrots and monkeys, we'll also see the prehistoric Hoatzin, the endemic Inca Wren, 
some flamingos, and maybe even a Horned Screamer, whatever that is. We'll even visit a remote Amazonian 
village and the famous Incan citadel of Machu Picchu. 
 

February and March 2018: speaker and program not yet finalized.  Check the website before the meeting. 

 

January 
 

New Year’s Day w/Ed Banks – Mid-Cape 

Ed Banks, 508-769-6762 or 68edbanks@gmail.com – Monday, January 1, 2017 – Noon – 4PM 

Meet in the Stop & Shop parking lot at Patriot Square on Route 134 in South Dennis.  Take Exit 9A off Route 6 and a 

left at the lights.  Get your 2018 year list off to a great start!  Check off your yard birds in the morning and join us at 

noon.  We will bird the mid-cape and perhaps some other hotspots.  Party hats optional! 

 

Birding a Winter Wonderland – Falmouth 

Stefanie Paventy, stefpav09@gmail.com or 203-415-1956 – Saturday, January 6 at 7AM 

Meet at the Shining Sea Bike Path parking lot near the intersection of Locust St/Woods Hole Rd and Mill Rd.  We will 

begin the day by birding the Shining Sea Bike Path including Oyster Pond and the Salt Pond Bird Sanctuary.  Then we 

can do a quick peek at Siders Pond.  Then we can head over to Perch Pond to search the Redhead and Canvasback.  

Depending on how the group feels, we can continue on to Great and Green Ponds as well as Falmouth Harbor 

(typical location of the Barrow’s Goldeneye).  Please dress in layers, and bring water and snacks. 

 

Pier to Pier Sweep – Outer Cape 

Ginie Page, vgpage@juno.com or 508-349-6810 – Monday, January 8 at 9AM 

From land to sea, the birds are everywhere!  On our journey across several stops from Wellfleet to Provincetown 

Piers we will look for wintering waterfowl as well as passerines sheltering in bushes.  Meet at the Wellfleet Town 

Pier to scope and then carpool.  Foul weather cancels. 

 

Programs and Club Bird Walks 
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Winter Bird Walks: Join us on these free club bird walks. Heavy or steady rain typically cancels the walk.  
Call or e-mail the walk leader prior to the walk, if possible. For the latest updates, always check our website 
www.capecodbirdclub.org. TRIPS /WALKS are listed by BIRDING HOTSPOT and date. The trip/walk 
coordinator is Stefanie Paventy. Contact her (stefpav09@gmail.com) with general questions and if you’d 
like to lead a walk in 2018; contact the trip leaders for details about specific walks. 

Walks continue next page 



 Club Bird Walks (Winter 2018), Holiday Members Meeting, and Club Merchandise  
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January (continued) 

Pond Hopping – Dennis 

Peter Bono, pbono@prba.com or 774-487-2848 – Saturday, January 27, 8AM 

We will begin the morning at Corporation Beach looking for seabirds and gulls.  Then we’ll carpool over to Scargo Lake, 

Slough Pond and Walkers Pond searching for dabbling ducks.  This is an easy morning of scoping for birds from the 

shore, so bring your scope if you have one.  Email Peter (pbono@prba.com) to let him know you are coming.  Rain  

cancels; phone him (774-487-2848) after 7AM on the day of the walk if you are uncertain that the walk will be run. 
 

February 

Winter Birding in P’town – Provincetown 

Peter Crosson, pcrosson@emeraldphysicians.com or 508-280-1678 – Saturday, February 10, 8AM 

We will visit MacMillan Wharf and other local P’town birding hot spots.  Meet at the Cape Cod National Seashore’s Salt 

Pond Visitors Center.  Rain or snow cancels. 

 

Road Trip to Rhode Island 

Stefanie Paventy, stefpav09@gmail.com or 203-415-1956 - Saturday, February 17, 7AM 

Possible places to visit will include the Portsmouth Town Pond, St. Mary’s Pond, Sachuest Point, Beavertail State Park, 

Trustom Pond, and more depending on time. We will be guided by open water during hard winter conditions.  The  

focus of the trip will be waterfowl, but we should see a great diversity of birds during the day. We can stop somewhere 

for lunch or brown bag it. Bad weather cancels.  Please RSVP to Stefanie as there is limited seating. Meet at the  

commuter parking lot off of Main Street in Buzzards Bay (behind Krua Thai Restaurant near the railroad bridge). 
 

March 

Fort Hill – Eastham 

George Oleyer, oleyer@snet.net - Saturday, March 3, 11AM 

Join us for a walk along the loop trail at Fort Hill in Eastham.  We will watch the marsh for birds coming in on the rising 

tide.  Hopefully a bittern or rail will pass by.  High tide will be at 12:47PM.  Meet in the lower parking lot on Fort Hill 

Road.  Wear waterproof knee-high boots if you want to search for passerines in the marsh. 

 

Cape Cod Canal & Sandwich Marina - Sandwich 

Stefanie Paventy, stefpav09@gmail.com or 203-415-1956 – Saturday, March 31, 8AM 

We will scope the water at the Horizon’s Parking Lot for eiders, loons, grebes, scoters and maybe a Harlequin Duck or 

King Eider.  Winter shorebirds are possible along the jetties.  From there we will head over to the Sandwich Marina to 

see what else we can find.  Meet in the parking lot of Horizon’s Restaurant, at the end of Town Neck Road, Sandwich. 

 

 

 

Club Merchandise: Merchandise will not be brought to all meetings, but if you want some  
particular items like winter hats, please contact George Oleyer (oleyer@snet.net) in advance of 
the meeting.  A listing of the items for sale will be posted on the website, and George would like to 
hear ideas for other items members would like offered.  More expensive items might have to be 
preordered and aggregated until we have enough orders to meet minimum purchase requirements 
from vendors. 

 

December Member’s Meeting: The Holiday event was lots of fun!  Jamie Gilson showed slides 
from his Hog Island Teen Birder’s Camp, the bake sale and silent auction raised nearly $500 for 
the Scholarship fund, and there were door prizes donated by members and the Bird Watchers 
General Store. Thank you to all the Board Members for organizing the event and to all members 
who contributed items for the bake sale and the silent auction. 



 

 

 

 

 
.   
 
  

 The Cape Cod Bird Nerd      
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Sharing The Allure Of Birds by Gretchen Moran Towers 
 

I’m a bird nerd, and what that means to me is that I notice birds wherever I go, I love to learn about birds continu-

ously, and I thoroughly enjoy sharing information and stories of birds with people of all ages.   

Birds have fascinated me since I was a child.  Have you ever had a dream that you could fly?  …and then you wake 
up.   Of course there’s more to birds than their super power flying abilities, though I believe that flight is usually the 
initial hook for folks.  It’s tough not to be distracted by a soaring raptor or an enormous flock of starlings darting this 
way and that… a ballet in the sky… how do they DO that?!  Imagine taking off and being able to see your world from 

that perspective; a bird’s eye view.  Lucky ducks. 

Birds are everywhere, and thankfully people who love them are too. I meet bird nerds by leading bird walks, 
(Tuesday Tweets), presenting my program (Birdwatching For Beginners), and also through Birding 101  

(KidSummer Day Camp)—all at the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History.   

While meeting curious bird lovers of all ages, I have learned that each of them has either a question about birds, a 
bird story to impart, or both.  Birds are a great connector for discussing knowledge—even better if you’re  
communicating outside.  I like to believe that, as people learn about birds, they will naturally take an interest in  

providing healthy habitats for them.  That’s good for all of us. 

Most people don’t get enough outdoor time in their day, and it’s such a simple and healthy action to take.  The birds 
can help you with that.  They’re in your yard, in the woods, on the beach, on the marsh, on the water, and of course… 
flying overhead.   The birds you notice are gifts in your day even if they’re a familiar species to you.  They don’t have 
to be an exotic or accidental species to be appreciated.  Birds are incredible survivors and if we continue to share how 
amazing they are, they just might help us save ourselves.  
 

photos by Gretchen Moran Towers: Eastern Towhee, Mourning Dove, Osprey 

 



Third Time’s a Charm by Peter Bono 
 

It was our last chance.  We had driven 50 miles northeast of Auckland with our guide, Phil Hammond, to look for a very 

rare flightless endemic rail of New Zealand.   

The Tawharanui Regional Park covers the end of peninsula that juts out into the Pacific Ocean, and it contains a 
“mainland island” predator-free sanctuary, which was constructed by the installation of a 2.5km fence across the whole 
peninsula.  Sixteen native species live here, including our target—the South Island Takahe.  The Takahe is the largest 
rail in the world.  Thought to be extinct after the last four specimens were taken in 1898, it was rediscovered in 1948, but 
it was in dire straits: pressured by development and introduced predators, its population fell to a low of 118 in 1982.  
After translocation to predator-free sanctuaries, its population has rebounded to about 306 in 2016—but that’s still  
extremely rare.  In size, the Takahe dwarfs its relative, the widespread Australasian Swamphen.  And it is much larger 

than our Purple Gallinule, which it superficially resembles. 

We first looked for Takahe at Zealandia, a 1-mile-square predator-free sanctuary in Wellington.  There was only one pair 
in the whole sanctuary, and our chances were pretty slim of finding it—especially since it was the start of breeding sea-
son.  We saw many endemics there including NZ Scaup, Kaka (in the NZ parrot family), Red-crowned Parakeet, Tui, 

NZ Bellbird, NZ Fantail, North Island Robin, North Island Saddleback, and Stitchbird—but no Takahe. 

We had higher hopes for seeing Takahe when we visited the Tiritiri Matangi island sanctuary.  There were supposed to 
be about 5 birds living on the island, and we looked hard for them.  But again, their breeding areas were off-limits, and, 
despite diligent searching, we were unsuccessful.  But there were other wonderful endemics on the island: we got good 

looks at Kokako, Whitehead, Rifleman, Brown Teal, and NZ Pigeon.   

When we got to Tawharanui, where we heard there were 7 individuals, we walked slowly and quietly along the gravel 
path, peering attentively into the tall grassy pastureland—on the lookout for any movement.  There they were:   
gigantic and colorful!  Three birds were grazing seemingly unconcerned at our presence.  I took photo after photo and 

even some video.  We watched for 20 minutes before they retreated back into the bush.  Third time is indeed a charm! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Far Afield in New Zealand 
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South Island 

Takahe (top) 

Kaka (left) 

North Island 

Kokako (right) 

photos by Peter Bono 
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New Members (July—November 2017) 

Barnstable County Rare Bird Photos Harvested from eBird Checklists 

 

 Club News and Member Photos 

Above: Brown Pelican by Peter Crosson; King Eider by George Nassiopoulos; White-eyed Vireo by Brian Harris  

Middle: Blue-winged Warbler by Susan Finnegan 

Below: Ash-throated Flycatcher and Cape May Warbler by John Pratt; Summer Tanager by Elizabeth Vacchino 

Norman Barrett (West Barnstable) Marie Broudy (Eastham) David C Bruce (South Yarmouth) 

Terry Cetto (South Dennis) Mary Chaffee (Brewster) Michelle Chambers (Watertown) 

William Flesch (Arlington) Susan Glasper (East Harwich) Janet and Michael Golan (Eastham) 

Margot Goodwin (Cotuit) Daniel Gray (Harwich) Susan Grimm (Wyomissing, PA) 

Graham Hamby (Los Angeles, CA) Brittany Hoffnagle (N. Falmouth) Anne H Levine (Dennis) 

Susan Machie (Dennis) Bennett Olmsted (Harwich) Brent Pearsall (Centerville) 

Douglas Peebles (Cataumet) Lori Ann Peterman (South Dennis) Ruth Shepard (Dennis) 

Gretchen Stiers (Silver Spring, MD) Silvana Solano (Silver Spring, MD) Martha Tarafa (Falmouth) 

Martha & Tom Tomasian (Dennisport) Terry Warner (Harwich) Deirdre White (East Orleans) 



  Membership Form for the Cape Cod Bird Club 2017-2018 Membership Year—RE-UP NOW 
 
This page may be used as your CCBC Membership renewal form and also may be used by new members 
joining for the first time. Remember—dues should be paid before September 1, 2017, and your membership 
will expire on Aug. 31, 2018. New members may join at any time.    
 

����   Individual Membership  $20.00  ����  Family (Household) Membership  $25.00 
 

If you would like to give an additional donation, it will be much appreciated.  Thank you for your support 

                     Membership dues $___________________ 

                Young Birder Scholarship Fund  $___________________ 

                Extra Tax-deductable Gift to Club   $___________________ 

                       Total Enclosed $___________________ 
 

Please return this form with your check made out to Cape Cod Bird Club and mail to: 
Cape Cod Bird Club, Attn: Membership, PO Box 147, South Dennis, MA 02660 

 

Household Address (required): _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Household Tel. No. (required): __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Notes:  *   (Optional) Please provide your gender and approx. year of birth (it doesn’t need to be exact),  

      so that we can design programs to serve you better. 

 ** (Optional) If we have your email address, we can send periodic, updated notifications in a timely manner 
      regarding speakers, meeting cancellations due to bad weather, and so forth.  

      Your email address is not shared with any other organization. 

 

���� CHECK HERE if you would like to save the Club postage expenses, by electing to receive  
your newsletter (The Kingfisher) by email only. 

 

Name(s) M/F* Email Address** Approx. Year of Birth*  

     

    

    

    

Membership Form for New and Renewing Members 
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The Cape Cod Bird Club, Inc. 
Is an organization whose members are interested in the protection and conservation of the bird life and natural 
resources of Cape Cod.  If you are interested in joining, please send a check for $20 (individual) or $25 
(Family or Household), along with the membership form available for downloading from our web site 
(www.capecodbirdclub.org/join/) or on page 7 to: CCBC, PO Box 147, South Dennis, MA 02660 
 

Officers: Judith Davis       President        motherjude3@aol.com 

    Christine Harris Bates Vice President      cmharris86@gmail.com  

    Julie O’Neil      Secretary        julieon@rcn.com  

    Mary Jo Foti     Treasurer        maryjo1226@yahoo.com  

Directors: Mark Faherty     Programs        mfaherty@massaudubon.org 

    Paul Schlansky    Publicity and Outreach   schlansky2@gmail.com 

    Marilyn Schlansky    Refreshments      schlansky2@gmail.com 

    George Oleyer    Merchandise Coordinator oleyer@snet.net 

    Peter Bono     The Kingfisher Editor   pbono@prba.com 

    Stefanie Paventy   Trips Coordinator     stefpav09@gmail.com 

Ex-officio: Ken Casson      Membership Co-chair   casson1@netscape.com  

    Barbara Grasso    Membership Co-chair   quinngrasso@aol.com 

 

Follow the Cape Cod Bird Club on our website  

  and on our Facebook Page  https://www.facebook.com/CapeCodBirdClub    

 

Cape Cod Bird Club 
PO Box 147 

South Dennis, MA 02660 


