
Cape Cod Bird Festival
September 13-15, 2013

Our inaugural event was a huge success!

Check in and Vendor Marketplace was lively throughout the weekend!

Registered Festival participants numbered 169!  The Vendor Marketplace featured 24 
national and local exhibitors and vendors supplying optics, nature and birding book 
publishers with authors’ book signings, eco-friendly landscape design for people and birds, birding and conservation 
organizations, wildlife artists, wood carvers, photographers, painters, jewelry,  and US and worldwide safari and 
birding tour operators!

Friday’s Pizza Social, Epic Journeys & Natural History Panel 

Friday night activities were well-attended!  Mark Faherty served as Festival emcee and directed the evening with 
humor and efficiency.  Shawn Carey’s documentary Epic Journeys provided extraordinary photography and expert 
interviews about our migratory shorebirds.  Mark Borrelli, Anne-Marie Runfola, and John Kricher gave brief 
presentations on coastal geology, Stellwagen Bank and the birds of Cape Cod respectively.

Saturday and Sunday Birding, Dinner and Keynote Speaker

The wind shifted to the northwest very early on Saturday morning bringing with it some good birds for the weekend!  
Field trips to South Beach, North and South Monomoy, Tern Island, North Beach Island, Bank Street Bogs, E. 
Sandwich Game Farm, Forest Beach, and the Nantucket Shoals Pelagic trip tallied 150 species for the Festival!  Our 
special ‘celebrity’ guest was Pete Dunne, who delivered an outstanding keynote that brought everyone to their feet!

When the trips were over and evaluations tallied participants remarked: 

 “Great Festival!”         “Well Run!”

”Excellent job overall, especially for a 1st effort!”; 

 “Our leaders were knowledgeable, personable and excellent overall.  Very nice job and hope to be back!”

“What a joy and privilege to bird with the experts!”



$ 2

Bird Banding

The day began with 35 participants for a bird banding demonstration with Master Bird Bander 
Sue Finnegan. 

Eyes on Owls-Who’s Watching You!

The 9:30 and 12:30 Eyes on Owls-Who’s Watching You program attracted over 120 people!  Naturalist Marcia 
Wilson and photographer Mark Wilson shared their passion for owls.  They introduced six species of live owls and 
everyone was treated to a hooting lesson!

The Cape Cod Museum of Natural History

The Cape Cod Museum of Natural History and its staff helped us take our idea for Family Day and make it happen!  
The Museum offered nature crafts, family bird walks, talks, and live animals free to the public all day and reported 
nearly 250 attendees!  Plus Ray Brown’s Talkin’ Birds, an interactive birdwatching radio show, was broadcast live 
from the museum!  It was truly a fun-filled Family Day!

Sunday, Sept. 15th-Family Day at the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History


